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of which contains a central thought, while all of them combined pre- 
sent a connected history of the period treated. There are just one 
hundred and one of these short sermonic sketches in the book under 
review, and each one has a text which is treated after the expository 
method. The ground covered by the book extends from the ascension 
of Christ to the beginning of the third missionary journey of Paul, and 
therefore needs another volume to complete the history of the entire 
apostolic period. The object of the author seems to have been to 
write a book for popular use which would also answer the purpose of 
a volume of sermons. One chief difficulty in writing a book of such a 
character is in keeping the great wealth of historical material in sub- 
jection to the devotional element which ought to be prominent. The 
author has been successful in this, so that his sketches are not dry 
historical dissertations, but really historical sermons. In touching 
upon questions like these : the early church government, the doctrine 
of Paul in i and 2 Corinthians, the beginning of heresies, and the 
missionary spirit in the Gentile churches, the author has in each case 
found an application to present-day needs without becoming contro- 
versial or polemical. A strong, healthy evangelical spirit pervades the 
book, and the great movements, especially characteristic of the apos- 
tolic period, are brought out in relief. We noted an occasional 
departure from historical interpretation to defend a later usage, as for 
example in the sketch on " Faith and Baptism," where the baptism of 
the eunuch is made the occasion for bringing in and defending infant 
baptism, and where the omission from the more perfect Greek texts of 
Acts 8:37 is declared to be an unanswerable argument against rebap- 
tism. There are, however, only a few such blunders in the book. A 
pastor will find the book, in its plan and in a great many of its details, 
very suggestive. 

Albert J. Ramaker. 
Rochester Theological Seminary, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



Die Todestage der Apostel Paulus und Petrus und ihre 
romischen Denkmaler. Von C. Erbes. ( = Texte und Unter- 
suchungen, Neue Folge, IV, la.) Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs- 
sche Buchhandlung, 1899. Pp. 138. M. 5.50. 

We are indebted to Dr. Erbes for a thorough and scholarly review 
of the whole complex problem of the dates of Paul's and Peter's deaths. 
The discussion involves the controverted question as to the year in 
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which Felix was succeeded in Judea by Festus ; and we note with no 
little interest that the writer comes back (with Schiirer, Zeitschrift fur 
wissenschaftliche Theologie, 1898, pp. 21-42) to the year 60 A. D. after a 
careful consideration of the arguments for an earlier date advanced by 
Harnack, O. Holtzmann, and others. The current dating for the 
apostolic age therefore gains new confidence for its assignment of 
Paul's Roman imprisonment to the years 61-63 A. D., and inferentially 
for all dates which precede that event. But Dr. Erbes has joined the 
increasing number of scholars who regard the Roman imprisonment 
in Acts as terminating with the execution of Paul, and he holds that 
the date can be exactly fixed as February 22, 63 A. D. Peter appears 
in Rome after Paul's death, and falls a victim to the slaughter of the 
Christians which came in the summer of 64 A. D., consequent upon 
the fire in Rome upon July 19 of that year. The church tradition 
which places the death of the two apostles upon the same day he 
regards as a later confusion of the two events, both being inexactly 
associated with the Neronian persecution. These conclusions, both 
where they coincide with current views and where they differ from 
them, are derived from a painstaking and extensive investigation of 
the whole mass of data which contribute to the solution of this ques- 
tion. The chronicle of Eusebius, the lists of Roman bishops, the 
writings of Tacitus, Josephus, and Luke, the church traditions, the 
memorials of the two apostles in Rome — all this testimony has been 
sifted and compared. We have here, therefore, a discussion which must 
be carefully weighed by every student of the chronology of the 
apostolic age ; it may assist materially toward the solution of this 
perplexing problem. 

C. W. Votaw. 
The University of Chicago. 

The Student's Life of Paul. By George H. Gilbert, Ph.D., 
D.D. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp.277. $1-25- 

This volume is a companion-piece to the author's earlier volume, 
the Student's Life of Jesus (3d ed., 1900), which has won much praise as 
a succinct and lucid account of the events of Jesus' life. The present 
book has the same good qualities as the earlier one. It succeeds in its 
aim of presenting the facts of Paul's life " apart from a study of his 
theological teaching," " in as simple and scientific a manner as possible, 
without comment and without rhetorical elaboration," " in an accessible 
and usable form." The aim is a limited one, however, and when it is 



